The New Technological Age:
Networking to facilitate Democracy

Sustainability with Life Quality

1. Marshal McLuhen reminds us that fish do not realize there is such a thing as water. Immersed, as we are in today’s electronics, we too are not fully aware of this critically important shift, especially in the way it is able to facilitate the democratic process, which is in disrepair.

2. “We have entered a new technological paradigm, centered around microelectronic-based, information/communication technologies, and genetic engineering…. What is new in our age is a new set of information technologies. I contend they represent a greater change in the history of technology than the technologies associated with the Industrial Revolution, or with the previous information Revolution (printing).” [Castells p.4 of print-out of British Journal of Sociology.]
3. Because technique has a relatively recently widened purview with global exchange of information along with enhanced technical ability to handle data, there has been a major shift from Reductionistic to Integrative Systemic thinking and practice, to better deal with complexity.
4. This technology has come just in time to facilitate Networking to greatly increased civil society controls. 
5. However, it is business and industry that has taken major advantage of this new information-technology. At one time free trade was favorably argued on the basis of Comparative Advantage. Advantages across borders involved the differences in natural resources, and the availability of labor and capital. Capital has the major mobility among these three. Today, at the speed of light, capital is moved because of a fraction of percent increase in return. Such swamping has untold effect on local economies, the people and their environment. Over night, billions are transferred. For the US, the ratio of this dollar flow, compared to GNP, went from 9/100 in 1980 to 109/100 in 1992. Today?  [Concerted civic society networking is required for people-representation in the globalization process. See Lillie’s Role for Electronic Community Networks…for Poor Neighborhoods www.unc.edu/~jlillie/310.htm]

6. Along with voter despair, there is an increasing public distrust of business, the investment market, coupled with worry about employment, loss in savings, health insurance… 

7. Frustration is further increased by our inability to deal with our world crises---a general despair, and inability to effectively control our long-term destiny.  

8. This apathy and disillusionment with the democratic process is due to lobbying and the millions spent on campaigns. Manuel Castells
 devotes forty pages to the Crisis in Democracy, including a graph showing the falloff all over the world in the percent who vote; also a lessening of support of mainstream parties.

9. We have to remind ourselves that our democracy is only a couple hundred years old and subject to improvement---still learning.

10. Tocqueville reported that we Americans had the unique ability to form associations, today’s non-governmental organizations or NGOs. This American tradition can/must be made to work!

11. Fortuitously Information-technology has come just in time.

12. Whereas each of the NGOs can be successful, they can be even more effective when enabled to act together regionally, nationally and/or globally.
 

================================================================

All of the above leads to the fact that there is a very real need for neutral institutional arrangements that can help NGOs to Network for exchanges and effective concerted actions. Acting together they are able do what they can’t do alone. Civil society representation vis-à-vis business and government is the cutting edge where policies and programs are set to assure sustainability with life quality. ISF is specifically designed to assist in this democratic process.

Integrative Strategies Forum

ISF Integrative Strategies Forum: info@isforum.org

CitNet Citizens Network for Sustainable Development: info@citnet.org http://www.citnet.org

uscpc-news@citnet.org - World Summit for Sustainable Development.  

ICSPAC International Coalition for Sustainable Production and Consumption: http://icspac.net

SDIN Sustainable Development Issues Network for 2002: http://www.sdissues.net/

ToBI NGO Task Force on Business and Industry: http://www.isforum.org/tobi/
� The raison d’être of the Integrative Strategies Forum, ISF. Hopefully funders who only support local projects might see the absolute need to also fund an institution such as ISF that helps organizations that deal with global and regional crises that indeed seriously affect their community.  


� Information Age, Volume II The Power of Identity


� Worth repeating: Many problems can be addressed locally; however, many funders are beginning to recognize that these can not be fully resolved without treating the underlying problems lying outside of community.
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