Philanthropy” Revisited
Philanthropy has had bad press due to the early Robber Barons. Revisiting this with present-day understanding leads us to argue that to some degree every one of us is a ‘philanthropic’ agent in the development process, just as other specie have a parallel way for coping with the evolutionary process.  

Further, it is noted that the Greek root philanthropos is translated as “loving mankind.” Today, if one thinks globally and recognizes the interdependence of all living things, this should be Love of All Kind and translated operationally into actions For the Common Good. 

Looking back, the Bible speaks of tithing.( And, recall the famous Rabbi, who when asked to explain the Torah while standing on one foot, said, “Do unto others as you would have them do to you.” The Koran surely has similar admonitions. This implies that, over the long period of cultural history, the Word and codifications have been instrumental in encouraging individuals to act to help assure mutual survival, a Sustainability with Life Quality.   

This action can involve the giving of material things, of money or one’s time, like burning the mid-night oil studying to become a Public Health Physician. Essentially controlling is our behavior, a matter of personal, family and community life styles that mirror Nature: The Res of recycling, repair, reuse, and for us, rethinking. We have much to learn from the ways of Nature, noting how its “philanthropists” subliminally help assure survival through cooperation, symbiosis, synergism and obligatory associations. 

Why is topic so important? It has to do with the human Foot Print and sustainability. The 1992 Rio World Summit identified the basic problem: Production and Consumption (particularly in the USA). In addition to the Res, mentioned above, there is Saving that can make most of us very effective philanthropists---in the modern sense of the word. It would reduce consumption, thereby addressing the basic problems identified at the Rio Summit. 

Many would be astonished as to just how much good could be done when each month, say only one $1.00, a non-spent dollar, had been saved. Some people have been able to establish Charitable Remainder Trust Funds with such saving. 

[Projections are being calculated considering CPI and interest rates.]
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( The World Environmental Protection Institute, WEPI “strongly believes that for our world to evolve in the new millennium to where we honestly believe it must go for us to achieve the world we all know we must create in order for humanity to endure a little longer then our current path is taking us, then the loving, wise and empowering gift of tithing must be embraced by every person on Planet Earth.”





