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International Peace Research Association Newsletter

I suggest that the Calgary International Peace Research Association, IPRA June 26-30, 2006 meeting focus on something called, “Peace: Dealing with Root Causes of Terrorism---The Tinder of Turmoil.” 

Today, the character and tactics of war have changed. Terrorism is now worldwide spread into 64 countries and potentially more devastating than war. Bush’s war is an aberration falsely characterized as a war on terrorism. Moreover, his war seriously diverts attention from the critical need to deal with the root causes of terrorism.

Thus, it is absolutely necessary to direct our research into the root causes; and, at the same time, establish mutually helpful connections with the NGOs that are dealing with the underlying causal Issues of fanaticism, hunger, unemployment, education, gender and more. Understanding the connection of these issues with peace and terrorism is absolutely necessary for mutually supportive concerted actions; for example, fostering the UN’s Millennium Project.  

The UN’s Development Goals are to improve the human condition by 2015: To reduce poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation, and discrimination against woman---not to mention unemployment and frustration coming from income disparities and inability to obtain basic necessities, let alone the good-life advertisements shown worldwide on television. 

Perhaps the most salient argument for encouraging integrative concerted action is our paradigm shift in thinking, advantaged by today’s Information Communication Technology, ICT. The generative idea of this epoch has been holism, which has led to successful integrative thinking and actions---dealing with issues in context.   Peace can not be achieved without joining others. We now have the opportunity to synergistically relate the efforts of IPRA and the Issue-oriented NGOs that deal with the issues leading to terrorism. These NGOs are rapidly developing ways to join force for concerted actions. The Calgary meeting might include representative Issue-oriented NGOs to discuss ways to combine research and action so that pressures can be truly effective.    
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