Connecting the Dots

· We have a stage-managed democracy where interest groups set agendas, replacing political parties as the real influence brokers who run the show. And sheep-like the citizens allow them to.(
· Political representation by Civil society is urgently required.

· Ideally each of the NGOs (and the coalitions formed through ISF) would like to be able to help meet this critical need.

· Legally 501(C)(3) organizations and ISF can not politicize.

· However, they could make a special effort to provide information for organizations, like MoveOn and also NetBlogers, able to exert political and public pressures to express the concerns of citizens. 

· Hopefully, true democracy can be restored overcoming present blocks.

· At the global level, civil society is being represented through the caucuses that ISF facilitates. They are letting "governments know what you [NGOs] think about efforts to achieve sustainable production and consumption," the US being one of the governments. 

· "What are we going to do about the United States?" reminds us absolute need to think strategically. Direct focus on the US? Indirect pressure on the US at the global level?

· Recall that the US is the principal offender and model.
( Jeffrey Birnbaum's May 2-8 article in The Washington Post National Weekly Edition, "Stage Managed Democracy" makes several points: 





"Like it or not, we increasingly live in a stage-managed democracy where highly orchestrated interests filter our priorities. These groups don't have absolute power, of course. In the nation's capital, home to 30,000 registered lobbyists, hundreds of politicians, thousands of journalists and untold numbers of entrenched bureaucrats, no one's in charge. But long-established entities like AARP, Family Research Council and the Chamber of Commerce mold our collective thinking and regularly dictate the language and tenor of our civic debates. The notion runs counter to an abiding myth---that political leaders actually lead. That's true sometimes, of course, but more often than not, the ideas and movements that get on the government's to-do list come from the broad middle and not from the top.





"It takes a sustained organization, mobilized followers and an immense amount of power to get onto a legislative agenda," agrees Theodore J. Lowi, a professor of government at Cornell University





"In many ways, interest groups have replaced political parties as the real influence brokers





"In an odd way, all this attention to Washington ways is heartening. The common view is that elites run the show and sheep-like citizens allow them to. In fact, organized interests able to motivate blocks of voters really can make a difference, as long as they can stick around for a while.





"Unfortunately, not every vital issue has a group clever or rich enough to generate unrelenting support from back home. That leaves out the mix too many people with worthy, woes: the unemployed, the uninsured, the unaligned. "There's probably an opportunity there for yet another powerful interest"








